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GE’SASSENT TO REGION'SMOTION TO EXTEND TIME AND CONSOLIDATE
REVIEW OF PETITIONS AND OPPOSITION TO EXPANSION OF WORD LIMITS

The Genera Electric Company (“* GE”) assents to the December 6, 2016 motion of
Region 1 of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“the Region”) insofar asit
seeks to (a) extend the deadline for the Region’ s response to the five petitions for this Board's
review of itsfinal permit modification decision to January 31, 2016; and (b) consolidate the
Board' sreview of the five petitions. The Region also requests complete discretion in how it
alocates a requested 56,000 words to respond to the petitions." GE opposes this one aspect of
the Region’s motion because it isinconsistent with a previous ruling of this Board with which
GE has aready complied.
Specifically, as grounds for its opposition, GE states:
e Inits November 8, 2016 order, the Board established a 17,000-word limit for both GE's
petition and the Region’ s response, and also established an 8,500 word limit for GE's
reply to the Region’ s response (premised on the assumption that the Region’ s response

would be 17,000 words).

! The Region’s requested word limit of 56,000 exceeds the totality of the words of the five
petitions (approximately 45,000 words).



e Now, after GE has already submitted a petition that complies with the Board's
November 8 order, the Region seeks the discretion to utilize up to 56,000 words to
respond to GE’s petition. GE respectfully submits that the Region should comply
with the word limit set in the Board’s November 8 order, consistent with the concept
embodied in 40 C.F.R. 8§ 124.19(e)(3) that the petitioner and the Region should have
the same number of words to present their arguments to this Board.

e GE attempted to discuss with the Region whether it would accept any limit on the
number of words it would dedicate to aresponse to GE’ s petition other than 56,000
words. The Region refused.

e Contrary to the Region’s suggestion in its motion, the “attribution of specific words’ of
the Region’ s response to GE' s petition would not be at al difficult since most of GE's
arguments were not made in any other petition.

For these reasons, GE opposes the Region’ s request to modify the Board’s November 8,

2016 order that the Region’ s response to GE’ s petition be limited to 17,000 words. In the event
that the Board grants the Region more than 17,000 words to respond to GE’s petition, GE
respectfully requests an expansion of the word limit for its reply and an appropriate extension of

the time in which that reply will be submitted.
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